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Ecclesiastes 2

(1) I said to myself, “Come, I will treat you
to merriment. Taste mirth!” That too, I
found, was futile. (2) Of revelry I said, “It’s
mad!”

Of merriment, “What good is that?”

(3) I ventured to tempt my flesh with wine,
and to grasp folly, while letting my mind
direct with wisdom, to the end that I might
learn which of the two was better for men to
practice in their few days of life under
heaven. (4) I multiplied my possessions. I
built myself houses and I planted vineyards.
(5) I laid out gardens and groves, in which I
planted every kind of fruit tree. (6)
constructed pools of water, enough to
irrigate a forest shooting up with trees. (7) I
bought male and female slaves, and I
acquired stewards. I also acquired more
cattle, both herds and flocks, than all who
were before me in Jerusalem. (8) I further
amassed silver and gold and treasures of
kings and provinces; and I got myself male
and female singers, as well as the luxuries of
commoners—coffers and coffers of them. (9)
Thus, I gained more wealth than anyone
before me in Jerusalem. In addition, my
wisdom remained with me: (10) I withheld
from my eyes nothing they asked for, and
denied myself no enjoyment; rather, I got
enjoyment out of all my wealth. And that
was all I got out of my wealth. (11) Then my
thoughts turned to all the fortune my hands
had built up, to the wealth I had acquired
and won—and oh, it was all futile and
pursuit of wind; there was no real value
under the sun! (12) For what will the man be
like who will succeed 19.the one who is

ruling-d over what was built up long ago?

My thoughts also turned to appraising
wisdom and madness and folly. (13) I found
that wisdom is superior to folly
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As light is superior to darkness; (14) A wise

man has his eyes in his head,
Whereas a fool walks in darkness.

But I also realized that the same fate awaits
them both. (15) So I reflected: “The fate of
the fool is also destined for me; to what
advantage, then, have I been wise?” And I
came to the conclusion that that too was
tutile, (16) because the wise man, just like
the fool, is not remembered forever; for, as
the succeeding days roll by, both are
forgotten. Alas, the wise man dies, just like-e
the fool! (17) And so I loathed life. For I was
distressed by all that goes on under the sun,
because everything is futile and pursuit of
wind. (18) So, too, I loathed all the wealth
that I was gaining under the sun. For I shall
leave it to the man who will succeed me—
(19) and who knows whether he will be wise
or foolish?—and he will control all the
wealth that I gained by toil and wisdom
under the sun. That too is futile. (20) And so
I came to view with despair all the gains I
had made under the sun. (21) For sometimes
a person whose fortune was made with
wisdom, knowledge, and skill must hand it
on to be the portion of somebody who did
not toil for it. That too is futile, and a grave
evil. (22) For what does a man get for all the
toiling and worrying he does under the sun?
(23) All his days his thoughts are grief and
heartache, and even at night his mind has
no respite. That too is futile! (24) There is
nothing worthwhile for a man but to eat
and drink and afford himself enjoyment
with his means. And even that, I noted,
comes from God. (25) For who eats and who
enjoys but myself? (26) To the man, namely,
who pleases Him He has given the wisdom
and shrewdness to enjoy himself; and to him
who displeases, He has given the urge to
gather and amass—only for handing on to
one who is pleasing to God. That too is

futile and pursuit of wind.
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Ecclesiastes 3

(1) A season is set for everything, a time for
every experience under heaven: (2) A time
for being born and a time for dying,

A time for planting and a time for uprooting
what is planted; (3) A time for slaying and a
time for healing,

A time for tearing down and a time for
building up; (4) A time for weeping and a
time for laughing,

A time for wailing and a time for dancing;
(5) A time for throwing stones and a time for

gathering stones,

A time for embracing and a time for
shunning embraces; (6) A time for seeking
and a time for losing,

A time for keeping and a time for
discarding; (7) A time for ripping and a time

for sewing,

A time for silence and a time for speaking;
(8) A time for loving and a time for hating;

A time for war and a time for peace. (9)
What value, then, can the man of affairs get
from what he earns? (10) I have observed the
business that God gave man to be concerned
with: (11) He brings everything to pass
precisely at its time; He also puts eternity in
their mind, but without man ever guessing,
from first to last, all the things that God
brings to pass. (12) Thus I realized that the
only worthwhile thing there is for them is to
enjoy themselves and do what is good in
their lifetime; (13) also, that whenever a man
does eat and drink and get enjoyment out of
all his wealth, it is a gift of God. (14) I
realized, too, that whatever God has brought
to pass will recur evermore:
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and God has brought to pass that men

revere Him. (15) fMeaning of parts of verse ﬂ"1|773 q’_D (V) Dﬂ? el HQHJ'DHW
uncertain.What is occurring occurred long LH:IN Aol ﬂ?gﬂ:m Pm Dﬁrga-u;
since, . : . ) . :
722 0% M) A1 AiR 12 A1 nin 07
And what is to occur occurred long since: 17?'-‘ 2R ARgaaTin aIRg i
D7 IR DipRTOR TRin 937 (o) 1927
and God seeks the pursued. (16) And, (X9) W‘I.?yﬂ"?& :W- 17?;.” 7?3;7;,-‘-173 i

indeed, I have observed under the sun:

N T DTN 32 I R

Alongside justice there is wickedness, n‘QPb X7 ﬂ-f?’n ﬂ?:ﬁﬂ:;lﬂ hfﬂ n?y Qb
W 200 PR 0P TR (33) T
Alongside righteousness there is wickedness. D 1E‘7n R1773 1’@73]73; b'ﬁSZ‘ HPW’

(17) I mused: “God will doom both . . 3y
righteous and wicked, for there is a time for 17’17:‘8 ﬂ)’ﬂ’W ﬂp:! mm} 'IJN’J’ ’p
every experience and for every happening.”

(18) So I decided, as regards men, to

dissociate them [from] the divine beings and

to face the fact that they are beasts. (19) For

in respect of the fate of man and the fate of

beast, they have one and the same fate: as

the one dies so dies the other, and both have

the same lifebreath; man has no superiority

over beast, since both amount to nothing,.

(20) Both go to the same place; both came

from dust and both return to dust. (21) Who

knows if a man’s lifebreath does rise upward

and if a beast’s breath does sink down into

the earth? (22) I saw that there is nothing

better for man than to enjoy his possessions,

since that is his portion. For who can enable

him to see what will happen afterward?
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Ecclesiastes 4

(1) I further observed all the oppression that
goes on under the sun: the tears of the
oppressed, with none to comfort them; and
the power of their oppressors—with none to
comfort them. (2) Then I accounted those
who died long since more fortunate than
those who are still living; (3) and happier
than either are those who have not yet come
into being and have never witnessed the
miseries that go on under the sun.

(4) I have also noted that all labor and
skillful enterprise come from men’s envy of
each other—another futility and pursuit of

wind! (5) [True,]
The fool folds his hands together

And has to eat his own flesh. (6) [But no less
truly,]

Better is a handful of gratification

Than two fistfuls of labor which is pursuit
of wind. (7) And I have noted this further
futilicy under the sun: (8) the case of the
man who is alone, with no companion, who
has neither son nor brother; yet he amasses
wealth without limit, and his eye is never
sated with riches. For whom, now, is he
amassing it while denying himself
enjoyment? That too is a futility and an
unhappy business. (9) Two are better off
than one, in that they have greater benefit
from their earnings. (10) For should they fall,
one can raise the other; but woe betide him
who is alone and falls with no companion to
raise him! (11) Further, when two lie
together they are warm; but how can he who
is alone get warm? (12) Also, if one attacks,
two can stand up to him. A threefold cord is
not readily broken! (13) Better a poor but
wise youth than an old but foolish king who
no longer has the sense to heed warnings.

(14) For the former can emerge from a
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dungeon to become king; while the latter,
even if born to kingship, can become a
pauper. (15) [However,] I reflected about all
the living who walk under the sun with that
youthful successor who steps into his place.
(16) Unnumbered are the multitudes of all
those who preceded them; and later
generations will not acclaim him either. For
that too is futile and pursuit of wind.

(17) Be not overeager to go to the House of
God: more acceptable is obedience than the
offering of fools, for they know nothing
[but] to do wrong.
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Ecclesiastes 5

(1) Keep your mouth from being rash, and
let not your throat be quick to bring forth
speech before God. For God is in heaven
and you are on earth; that is why your words
should be few. (2) Just as dreams come with
much brooding, so does foolish utterance
come with much speech. (3) When you
make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill
it. For He has no pleasure in fools; what you
vow, fulfill. (4) It is better not to vow at all
than to vow and not fulfill. (5) Don’t let
your mouth bring you into disfavor, and
don't plead before the messenger that it was
an error, but fear God; else God may be
angered by your talk and destroy your
possessions. (6) For much dreaming leads to
futility and to superfluous talk.

(7) If you see in a province oppression of the
poor and suppression of right and justice,
don’t wonder at the fact; for one high official
is protected by a higher one, and both of
them by still higher ones. (8) Thus the
greatest advantage in all the land is his: he
controls a field that is cultivated.

(9) A lover of money never has his fill of
money, nor a lover of wealth his fill of
income. That too is futile. (10) As his
substance increases, so do those who
consume it; what, then, does the success of
its owner amount to but feasting his eyes?
(11) A worker’s sleep is sweet, whether he has
much or little to eat; but the rich man’s
abundance doesn’t let him sleep. (12) Here is
a grave evil I have observed under the sun:
riches hoarded by their owner to his
misfortune, (13) in that those riches are lost
in some unlucky venture; and if he begets a
son, he has nothing in hand. (14) Another
grave evil is this: He must depart just as he
came. As he came out of his mother’s womb,
so must he depart at last, naked as he came.
He can take nothing of his wealth to carry
with him. (15) So what is the good of his
toiling for the wind? (16) Besides, all his days

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/549616%editor=1

New Source Sheet | Sefaria

Ll hi~

TRTOR 737 IV 2i2070R ()
DTN "2 DRT "197 137 X¥inY
W17V YT AnX) s
372 o707 X3 2 (@ DY TR
TWR2 () 10737 292 702 Yip
9 AP IIRATOR 2TORY 97 2R
;02U NI DX D092 1R X
K91 2TAYR ATN7RY WK 210 (0
X°VI? THNR IANTIR () :02WN

"2 IR 307 MRATIKY TNy
Toip~2y DR N3P RR N AR
pinm 29203 O 7 Ayn Ny Sam
DIPRTNN P 30T DI D93

b Al .

P31 LBYR YH U PUYDR 0 XY
2 V?ﬂf"by ﬂ@mﬁ"?{( nj";@; nhaly
(M DY D7AN MY A3 Svn 73

T2 [R7] (®°7) 922 7R 1M

var-x? fod 2aR (@ 17291 ALY

D3 AXIaN X7 1173 2987 703
791X 127 73w hiana ¢) 527
[Mxlma 22 7y3? iy
TAVT MY ARINR (v) PPV (ORD)
DI 2280 737770N) LYRON
Y W (@) 0T T man upR Ty
WY WY WD non i A7
RITT WYT TN ) Y77 VY7
RD 173 PRI T ) 193
2y o X 1pan K WK ()
fopy2 XKD Tk Xaws noy?
A%in ay7 Ao o) 2 1P

2 11mmam 922 12 X3y npyeos
W3 PR72 O3 () 7 PRy
A () ¥R T2 12377 092 7N
TR 21 I RTIY

73iv NIk NIRYHT2iaRY

9/24



3/5/24,11:16 PM New Source Sheet | Sefaria
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and get pleasure with all the gains he makes

permitted by Him to enjoy them and to take . _
his portion and get pleasure for his gains— :1:]11? nnawa
that is a gift of God. (19) For [such a man]

will not brood much over the days of his

life, because God keeps him busy enjoying

himself.
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Ecclesiastes 6

(1) There is an evil I have observed under the
sun, and a grave one it is for man: (2) that
God sometimes grants a man riches,
property, and wealth, so that he does not
want for anything his appetite may crave,
but God does not permit him to enjoy it;
instead, a stranger will enjoy it. That is
tutility and a grievous ill. (3) Even if a man
should beget a hundred children and live
many years—no matter how many the days
of his years may come to, if his gullet is not
sated through his wealth, I say: The
stillbirth, though it was not even accorded a
burial, is more fortunate than he. (4)
Though it comes into futility and departs
into darkness, and its very name is covered
with darkness, (5) though it has never seen
or experienced the sun, it is better off than
he— (6) yes, even if the other lived a
thousand years twice over but never had his
fill of enjoyment! For are not both of them
bound for the same place? (7) All of man’s
earning is for the sake of his mouth, yet his
gullet is not sated. (8) What advantage then
has the wise man over the fool, what
advantage has the pauper who knows how to
get on in life? (9) Is the feasting of the eyes
more important than the pursuit of desire?
That, too, is futility and pursuit of wind.
(10) Whatever happens, it was designated
long ago and it was known that it would
happen; as for man, he cannot contend with
what is stronger than he. (11) Often, much
talk means much futility. How does it
benefit a man? (12) Who can possibly know
what is best for a man to do in life—the few
days of his fleeting life? For who can tell him
what the future holds for him under the

sun?
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Ecclesiastes 7

(1) A good name is better than fragrant oil,
and the day of death than the day of

birth. (2) It is better to go to a house of
mourning than to a house of feasting; for
that is the end of every man, and a living
one should take it to heart. (3) Vexation is
better than revelry; for though the face be
sad, the heart may be glad. (4) Wise men are
drawn to a house of mourning, and fools to
a house of merrymaking. (5) It is better to
listen to a wise man’s reproof than to listen
to the praise of fools. (6) For the levity of the
fool is like the crackling of nettles under a
kettle. But that too is illusory; (7) for
cheating may rob the wise man of reason
and destroy the prudence of the cautious. (8)
The end of a matter is better than the
beginning of it.

Better a patient spirit than a haughty spirit.
(9) Don't let your spirit be quickly vexed, for
vexation abides in the breasts of fools. (10)
Don’t say, “How has it happened that
former times were better than these?” For it
is not wise of you to ask that question. (11)
Wisdom is as good as a patrimony, and even
better, for those who behold the sun. (12)
For to be in the shelter of wisdom is to be
also in the shelter of money,hEmendation
yields “For the possessor of wisdom becomes a
possessor of money.” and the advantage of
intelligence is that wisdom preserves the life
of him who possesses it. (13) iVe. 13-14
continue the thought of v. 10.Consider God’s
doing! Who can straighten what He has
twisted? (14) So in a time of good fortune
enjoy the good fortune; and in a time of
misfortune, reflect: The one no less than the
other was God’s doing; consequently, man
may find no fault with Him. (15) In my own
brief span of life, I have seen both these
things: sometimes a good man perishes in
spite of his goodness, and sometimes a

wicked one endures in spite of his
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wickedness. (16) So don't overdo goodness
and don't act the wise man to excess, or you
may be dumfounded. (17) Don’t overdo
wickedness and don't be a fool, or you may
die before your time. (18) It is best that you
grasp the one without letting go of the
other, for one who fears God will do his
duty by both. (19) Wisdom is more of a
stronghold to a wise man than ten magnates
that a city may contain. (20) m For there is
not one good man on earth who does what
is best and doesn’t err. (21) Finally, dont pay
attention to everything that is said, so that
you may not hear your slave reviling you;
(22) for well you remember the many times
that you yourself have reviled others. (23) All
this I tested with wisdom. I thought I could
fathom it, but it eludes me. (24) [The secret
of] what happens is elusive and deep, deep
down; who can discover it? (25) I put my
mind to studying, exploring, and seeking
wisdom and the reason of things, and to
studying wickedness, stupidity, madness,
and folly. (26) Now, I find woman more
bitter than death; she is all traps, her hands
are fetters and her heart is snares. He who is
pleasing to God escapes her, and he who is
displeasing is caught by her. (27) See, this is
what I found, said Koheleth, item by item in
my search for the reason of things. (28) As
for what I sought further but did not find, I
found only one human being in a thousand,
and the one I found among so many was
never a woman. (29) But, see, this I did find:
God made men plain, but they have
engaged in too much reasoning.
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Ecclesiastes 8
(1) Who is like the wise man, and who
knows the meaning of the adage:

“A man’s wisdom lights up his face,

So that his deep discontent is dissembled”?
(2) I do! “Obey the king’s orders—and don’t
rush into uttering an oath by God.” (3)
Leave his presence; do not tarry in a
dangerous situation, for he can do anything
he pleases; (4) inasmuch as a king’s
command is authoritative, and none can say
to him, “What are you doing?” (5) One who
obeys orders will not suffer from the

dangerous situation.

A wise man, however, will bear in mind (6)
For there is a time for every experience,
including the doom; for a man’s calamity
overwhelms him. (7) Indeed, he does not
know what is to happen; even when it is on
the point of happening, who can tell him?
(8) No man has authority over the lifebreath
—to hold back the lifebreath; there is no
authority over the day of death. There is no
mustering out from that war; wickedness is
powerless to save its owner. (9) All these
things I observed; I noted all that went on
under the sun, while men still had authority
over men to treat them unjustly. (10) And
then I saw scoundrels coming from the Holy
Site and being brought to burial, while such
as had acted righteously were forgotten in

the city.

And here is another frustration: (11) the fact
that the sentence imposed for evil deeds is
not executed swiftly, which is why men are
emboldened to do evil— (12) the fact that a
sinner may do evil a hundred times and his
[punishment] still be delayed. For although
I am aware that “It will be well with those
who revere God since they revere Him, (13)

and it will not be well with the scoundrel,
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and he will not live long, becauselSee note on
6.12. he does not revere God”— (14) here is
a frustration that occurs in the world:
sometimes an upright man is requited
according to the conduct of the scoundrel;
and sometimes the scoundrel is requited
according to the conduct of the upright. I
say all that is frustration. (15) I therefore
praised enjoyment. For the only good a man
can have under the sun is to eat and drink
and enjoy himself. That much can
accompany him, in exchange for his wealth,
through the days of life that God has
granted him under the sun. (16) For I have
set my mind to learn wisdom and to observe
the business that goes on in the world—
even to the extent of going without sleep
day and night— (17) and I have observed all
that God brings to pass. Indeed, man cannot
guess the events that occur under the sun.
For man tries strenuously, but fails to guess
them; and even if a sage should think to
discover them he would not be able to guess
them.
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Ecclesiastes 9

(1) For all this I noted, and I ascertained all
this: that the actions of even the righteous
and the wise are determined by God. Even
love! Even hate! Man knows none of these in
advance— (2) none! For the same fate is in
store for all: for the righteous, and for the
wicked; for the good and pure, and for the
impure; for him who sacrifices, and for him
who does not; for him who is pleasing, and
for him who is displeasing; and for him who
swears, and for him who shuns oaths. (3)
That is the sad thing about all that goes on
under the sun: that the same fate is in store
for all. (Not only that, but men’s hearts are
full of sadness, and their minds of madness,
while they live; and then—to the dead!) (4)
For he who is reckoned among the living has
something to look forward to—even a live
dog is better than a dead lion— (5) since the
living know they will die. But the dead
know nothing; they have no more
recompense, for even the memory of them
has died. (6) Their loves, their hates, their
jealousies have long since perished; and they
have no more share till the end of time in all
that goes on under the sun.

(7) Go, eat your bread in gladness, and drink
your wine in joy; for your action was long
ago approved by God. (8) Let your clothes
always be freshly washed, and your head
never lack ointment. (9) Enjoy happiness
with a woman you love all the fleeting days
of life that have been granted to you under
the sun—all your fleeting days. For that
alone is what you can get out of life and out
of the means you acquire under the sun. (10)
Whatever it is in your power to do, do with
all your might. For there is no action, no
reasoning, no learning, no wisdom in Sheol,
where you are going. (11) I have further
observed under the sun that

The race is not won by the swift,
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Nor the battle by the valiant;

Nor is bread won by the wise,
Nor wealth by the intelligent,
Nor favor by the learned.

For the time of mischance comes to all. (12)
And a man cannot even know his time. As
fishes are enmeshed in a fatal net, and as
birds are trapped in a snare, so men are
caught at the time of calamity, when it
comes upon them without warning. (13)
This thing too I observed under the sun
about wisdom, and it affected me
profoundly. (14) There was a little city, with
few men in it; and to it came a great king,
who invested it and built mighty siege works
against it. (15) Present in the city was a poor
wise man who might have saved it with his
wisdom, but nobody thought of that poor
man. (16) So I observed: Wisdom is better
than valor; but

A poor man’s wisdom is scorned,

And his words are not heeded. (17) Words
spoken softly by wise men are heeded sooner
than those shouted by a lord in folly. (18)
Wisdom is more valuable than weapons of
war, but a single error destroys much of

value.
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Ecclesiastes 10

(1) Dead flies turn the perfumer’s ointment
fetid and putrid; so a little folly outweighs
massive wisdom. (2) A wise man’s mind
tends toward the right hand, a fool’s toward
the left. (3) A fool’s mind is also wanting
when he travels, and he lets everybody know
he is a fool. (4) If the wrath of a lord flares
up against you, don't give up your post;
when wrath abates, grave offenses are
pardoned.-d (5) Here is an evil I have seen
under the sun as great as an error committed
by a ruler: (6) Folly was placed on lofty
heights, while rich men sat in low estate. (7)
I have seen slaves on horseback, and nobles
walking on the ground like slaves. (8) He
who digs a pit will fall into it; he who
breaches a stone fence will be bitten by a
snake. (9) He who quarries stones will be
hurt by them; he who splits wood will be
harmed by it. (10) If the ax has become dull
and he has not whetted the edge, he must
exert more strength. Thus the advantage of a
skill [depends on the exercise of ] prudence.
(11) If the snake bites because no spell was
uttered, no advantage is gained by the
trained charmer. (12) A wise man’s talk
brings him favor, but a fool’s lips are his
undoing. (13) His talk begins as silliness and
ends as disastrous madness. (14) Yet the fool
talks and talks! A man cannot know what
will happen; who can tell him what the
future holds? (15) A fool’s exertions tire him
out, for he doesn’t know how to get to a
town. (16) Alas for you, O land whose king
is a lackey and whose ministers dine in the
morning! (17) Happy are you, O land whose
king is a master and whose ministers dine at
the proper time—with restraint, not with
guzzling! (18) Through slothfulness the

ceiling sags,

Through lazy hands the house caves in. (19)
They make a banquet for revelry; wine

makes life merry, and money answers every
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need. (20) Don’t revile a king even among
your intimates. Don't revile a rich man even
in your bedchamber;

For a bird of the air may carry the utterance,

And a winged creature may report the word.

Ecclesiastes 11

(1) Send your bread forth upon the waters;
for after many days you will find it. (2)
Distribute portions to seven or even to
eight, for you cannot know what misfortune
may occur on earth. (3) If the clouds are
filled, they will pour down rain on the earth;
and if a tree falls to the south or to the
north, the tree will stay where it falls. (4) If
one watches the wind, he will never sow;
and if one observes the clouds, he will never
reap. (5) Just as you do not know how the
lifebreath passes into the limbs within the
womb of the pregnant woman, so you
cannot foresee the actions of God, who
causes all things to happen. (6) Sow your
seed in the morning, and don’t hold back
your hand in the evening, since you don’t
know which is going to succeed, the one or
the other, or if both are equally good.

(7) How sweet is the light, what a delight for
the eyes to behold the sun! (8) Even if a man
lives many years, let him enjoy himself in all
of them, remembering how many the days
of darkness are going to be. The only future
is nothingness! (9) O youth, enjoy yourself
while you are young! Let your heart lead you
to enjoyment in the days of your youth.
Follow the desires of your heart and the
glances of your eyes—but know well that
God will call you to account for all such
things— (10) and banish care from your
mind, and pluck sorrow out of your flesh!

For youth and black hair are fleeting.

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/549616%editor=1

New Source Sheet | Sefaria

R™ N9

29272 DT 8TV IR MY ()
DY) YT PRNTIN () 2uNYRD DR
Y MR VI XY "3 MYy

Y} D3y WHRTDR () (PINTIY
DY) 2772 Yy 297D P PIRTY
(7 (R oY Yya Pisy oipn jibya
X7 D3y2 AN YN X7 ) Y
TR YT IR WD (@ iR

X7 7193 7X2R7 1932 DR¥YD 0]
Y W DR AYRDR YN
WD TWADR YA P22 () 197NN
W ALK YIP AR S A7 mnToy
(1 :D°2T0 ORI DPIWTOR) A1IR A1
nixY? DPY? AW T pin

MM 7307 DIYTDR P (M) WRYTNY
TYAT RNN T2 MRY? 0203 DIRT
MRY () 1237 XJY92 N 737773
W2 727 1201 TINTNI W2
XV 727 712 T2 PHINNA
DIORT TR APN927Y 03 VT Ty
N3YT 127R Y2 9 O LawRa
12301 W MTRI72 T 1Y)

19/24



3/5/24,11:16 PM

Ecclesiastes 12

(1) So appreciate your vigor in the days of
your youth, before those days of sorrow
come and those years arrive of which you
will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; (2)
before sun and light and moon and stars
grow dark, and the clouds come back again
after the rain:

(3) When the guards of the house become
shaky,

And the men of valor are bent,

And the maids that grind, grown few, are

idle,
And the ladies that peer through the
windows grow dim, (4) And the doors to the

street are shut—

With the noise of the hand mill growing

fainter,
And the song of the bird growing feebler,

And all the strains of music dying down; (5)
When one is afraid of heights

And there is terror on the road.—
For the almond tree may blossom,
The grasshopper be burdened,

And the caper bush may bud again; But

man sets out for his eternal abode,

With mourners all around in the street.—

(6) Before the silver cord snaps
And the golden bowl crashes,
The jar is shattered at the spring,

And the jug is smashed at the cistern. (7)
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And the dust returns to the ground

As it was,
And the lifebreath returns to God

Who bestowed it. (8) Utter futility—said
Koheleth—

All is futile!

9) A further word: Because Koheleth was a
sage, he continued to instruct the people.
He listened to and tested the soundness of
many maxims. (10) Koheleth sought to
discover useful sayings and recorded
genuinely truthful sayings. (11) The sayings
of the wise are like goads, like nails fixed in
prodding sticks. They were given by one
Shepherd. (12) A further word: Against

them, my son, be warned!
The making of many books is without limit

And much study is a wearying of the flesh.
(13) The sum of the matter, when all is said
and done: Revere God and observe His
commandments! For this applies to all
mankind: (14) that God will call every
creature to account for everything unknown,

be it good or bad.

The sum of the matter, when all is said and
done: Revere God and observe His
commandments! For this applies to all
mankind.
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Song of Songs 8
(1) If only it could be as with a brother,

As if you had nursed at my mother’s breast:
Then I could kiss you
When I met you in the street,

And no one would despise me. (2) [ would
lead you, I would bring you

To the house of my mother,
Of her who taughta me—
I would let you drink of the spiced wine,

Of my pomegranate juice.
(3) His left hand was under my head,

His right hand caressed me. (4) I adjure you,
O maidens of Jerusalem:

Do not wake or rouse
Love until it please!
(5) Who is she that comes up from the

desert,

Leaning upon her beloved?

Under the apple tree I roused you;
It was there your mother conceived you,

There she who bore you conceived you.
(6) Let me be a seal upon your heart,

Like the seal upon your hand.

For love is fierce as death,
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Passion is mighty as Sheol;
Its darts are darts of fire,

A blazing flame. (7) Vast floods cannot
quench love,

Nor rivers drown it.
If a man offered all his wealth for love,

He would be laughed to scorn.
(8) “We have a little sister,

Whose breasts are not yet formed.

What shall we do for our sister

When she is spoken for? (9) If she be a wall,
We will build upon it a silver battlement;
If she be a door,

We will panel it in cedar.” (10) I am a wall,
My breasts are like towers.

So I became in his eyes

As one who finds favor.
(11) Solomon had a vineyard

In Baal-hamon.
He had to post guards in the vineyard:
A man would give for its fruit

A thousand pieces of silver. (12) I have my

very own vineyard:

You may have the thousand, O Solomon,

And the guards of the fruit two hundred!
(13) O you who linger in the garden, is
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listening;

Let me hear your voice. (14) “Hurry, my

beloved,
Swift as a gazelle or a young stag,

To the hills of spices!”
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